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Wither Ft 4) th hs ff 


ve years 


by Frank Cordaro 


It's hard to believe that we're 
ebrating our fifth anniversary 
August 23 here at the Des Moines 
tholic Worker. Five years is a 
ng time in this age of "future 
Weck". I can remember the first 
git Joe DaVia and I spent at 713 
diana. We had a long discussion a 
mut naming the first house after 
co and Vanzetti because the first 
ikht we stayed there was the anni- 
sary of their execution. We | 
wided not to name the house after 
ese two Italian-American folk 
oes, Since we thought our ethnic 
as would be too blatant!. Of course 
mit didn't stop us a year later 
hh naming our second house after 
msignor Luigi Ligutti, the distin- 
ished priest of this diocese who 
mked with the rural poor in Iowa 
the 1930s and '40s, and then 
et the last years of his priestly 
e in Rome working for four popes 
their personal emissary to rural 
xp people all over the globe. Msgr. 
kutti is a perfect namesake for 
second house because he knew both 
er Maurin and Dorothy Day person- 
ly. The added factor of his Italian 
ritage didn't hurt either! ' 
There hasn't been a time in the 
si five years that we have not 
en involved in a building project. 
are entering the second year of 
habilitating 1317 8th Street. 
is is the house we hope to use for 
% bulk.of hospitality once it is 
mpleted. This is the third year 
commumity gardening. Twenty-three 
Wan families are using the lots 
oss the street to supplement their 
md budgets with home-grown vege- 
bles. Our Justice and Peace Center 
in its third year of existence. 
mre we have a growing library and 
funber of audiovisuals on issues 
mging from nuclear weapons and 
wer plants to third-world justice, 
jsons, non-violence, and the draft. 
e center serves as a Meeting place 
many different groups and as a 
-over space for hospitality 
m other floor space gets tight. 
This August marks the fourth month 
existence for St. Birgitta's 
ming Commune(at last, a non- 
lian name!), our latest effort 
jlive out the rural aspect of the 
program. Richard Cleaver and 
istin Layng have taken up residence 
Rosemount, Iowa(ten acres, the 
kiory they live in, St. Mary's 
wrch, the cemetery and a half- 
me garden). This arrangement 
on a trial basis between the 
ker community and the Rosemount 
munity. So far it has been working 
¢ beautifully with Kristin and 
shard becoming "just one of the 
 Seatsacte! 
Different members of the commu- 
ty have been involved with many 
wels of community organizing on 
my issues, including health care, 
wsing, senior citizens, handicapped 
meerns, and the women's movement, 
swell as doing parish volunteer 
wk and serving on church task forces 
broughout our five-year history. 
shave attracted over fifty people 
i that time to come and live and 
Wk at the Catholic Worker. We have 
ne of the most consistent and 
omunity-based newsletters in the 


Catholic Worker Movement with 2500 
subscribers, 
Anniversaries are, of course, 
Moments that people need to reflect 
upon their past, assess their faith- 
fulness to their goals and reaffirm 

their vision for the future. When 
you are involved in the everyday 
cares accompanying a CW house, it 

is hard to get a perspective. Maybe 
it is a good thing that I am writing 
this from San Francisco, 1800 miles 
away from Des Moines and five weeks 
into a six-week study period. The 
summer we started the CW I had just 
completed my studies for the priest- 
hood, received a Master's of Divin- 
ity and decided not to get ordained 
but start the Worker instead. One of 
the first people I met in Des Moines 
who was doing ministry to the poor 
was Rev. Bob Cook of Cottage Grove 
Presbyterian Church. Bob and I matured 
together, working on neighborhood 
issues as community organizers. We 
used to fantasize about going back 
to school to get our Doctor of Mini- 
stry degrees and legitimize our 
brand of social justice ministry. 
This summer makes a dream come true 
for Bob and me, .It now seems certain 
that both of us will complete the 
requirements for the summer term. We 
now need to go home and do a disser- 
tation--a three-hundred-page "all- 
the-words-spelled-right" paper. No 
small task! But then we have five 
more years to work on it. 

I believe we can say with confi- 
dence that the last five years for 
the CW in Des Moines were years of 
great blessings. The Spirit of God 
worked through our community and 
supporters to provide food and shel- 
ter to thousands of needy folks, and 
allowed us to resurrect two and a 
half houses in a neighborhood that 
desperately needs to save existing 
housing stock after years of neglect, 
We have been able to reclaim a corer 
of the Near North Side.that would 
have become a collection of vacant 
lots ready for the developer, and 
turned it into one of our city's 
unknown experiences in pluralism, 
with every shade of person--white, 
black, yellow, red--living in the 
neighborhood. One has only to drive 
past the corner of 8th and Indiana 
any time after 5 PM and experience 
for oneself the family gardening 
of our Asian neighbors and our own 
gathering of guests and a few neigh- 
bors short of food, sitting on the 
porch waiting for the six o'clock 
meal. The tree sculpture in the back 
yard between the houses says it 
best about our corner, It is a 
peace symbol that communicates the 
sense that here is a place of rest 
and concern. 

Creating loving, caring space for 
those most in need is only the first 
step towards reconciliation. it is 
from that caring space that we ven- 
ture beyond the corner of 8th and 
Indiana to make our personal attempts 
at reconciliation with the world 
around us. At different times in the 
past five years, members of our 
community have taken their concern 
for peace directly to those facilities 
most antithetical to, love, life and 
truth. We have put our bodies and 
lives in direct confrontation with 
institutions that help to create 
injustice, ignorance, hate and death 
on a Mega-scale, this country's war 
machine, ~ ; 

It has been this prophetic witness 


over the last five years that has 
caused the most tension between 
ourselves and the larger community. 
This witness has kept away people 
who would have helped with our work 
of hospitality and rehabing houses. 
This witness has soured a number of 
pastors in the city on the CW, making 
our outreach impossible in some 
parishes. I don't believe there is 

a plumber in the city who doesn't 
believe our stand on nuclear issues 
won't hurt him personally--little 
wonder we have been asking for a 
plumber over the last nine months. 
It is one of the unintentional safe- 
guards within the Catholic Worker 
Movement to insure limited growth. 
Our actions and philosophy based on 
non-violence and our radical Christian 
sense of wealth based on the need of 
the poor guaranteesthat the CW will > 
remain a remnant, yeast that leavens 
the bread of the larger society. 

But our efforts at prophetic wit- 
ness have not entirely fallen on 
deaf ears. Bishop Dingman is one of 
our staunch supporters and has put 
himself on the line, for example by 
writing pastoral letters against the 
arms race and matching words with 


action by attending many rallies and 
prayer services against the arms race. 


Since July 1 the Des Moines Diocese 
has had two Catholic sisters, Gwen 
Hennessy and Monica Lett, working in 
peace ministry. This comes as great 
news for those of us who have been 
working on these issues between the 
everyday pressures of our jobs and 
family obligations. In the past five 
years the CW has served well as yeast 
for the bread. 

And what of the future? More of 
the same! We are still as shaky as 
ever. By fall, we will have lost 
half our staff to jobs in other 
cities, schooling that needs to be 
completed and that "time-to-move-on" 
feeling. There is clearly a question 
as to whether we will be able to 
keep the farm going. We need one or 
two more folks willing to live in 
"paradise" in order to make the rural 
community sustain itself over the 
long haul, Our registration resisters 
have received letters from the Selec- 
tive Service people asking them to 
register soon or their files will be 
handed over to the Attorney General 
for prosecution, There are still 
trials coming up for actions at SAC 
and future actions are already in 
the making. With every new action at 
SAC the ante goes up and the risk is 
taken of longer prison terms. 

Perhaps when we come to our ten- 
year anniversary, five years from now, 
we will look_back on the first five 
as the honeymoon years for the CW in 
Des Moines, and the second five as 
the persecution years. 

Wedding ourselves to the CW Move- 
ment is like claiming a destiny. The 
future is anticipated by the movement's 
past, a past rooted in the internat 
consistency of non-violence, person- 
alism, outreach to the poor and the 
love of Christ, One doesn't limit the 
future by being claimed by a past. 

You either claim a point of reference 
in the past with Christ or the 
future claims you with all its 
worldly lies. The kingdom of Christ 
starts with him and ends with hin. 
The way is simple: “Love one another 
as God has loved you." A simple mes- 
sage and never “practical”. My fer- 
vent prayer for our next five years 
is that God will bless us with the 
needed strength to meet our destiny 
in joy and love for one another. 
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| piseussions 


Cult and culture are the first 
two points in Peter Maurin's program 
for the Catholic Worker Movement. 
Therefore, Mass is celebrated every 
Friday night(unless otherwise noted) 
at the Worker house, 713 Indiana(one 
block north of University)at 8:00PM. 
Following the liturgy, discussions 
take place. After our summer hiatus 
in discussions, we will be resuming 
our program of clarification of 
thought on an every-other-week basis, 
fe j as indicated below, until further 
notice. HOWEVER, MASS WILL BE 
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Between the city houses and the farm, we need: a lawn mower(our old 
one was stolen), a wheel barrow, hoes, a range with an oven that can 
run on bottled gas, and especially a small, gas efficient car for the 
farm. 

We also need cash. We barely have enough to pay the printer and 
mail out this issue. We are starting the second five years at the 
Des Moines CW ag broke as we started the first five years. 

We also need, in order to finish our longest-standing project, 
Lazarus House, materials and skilled labor for carpentry, plumbing and 
electrical work. ’ 

BUT MOST OF ALL WE NEED PEOPLE. We will be desperately short of staff 
come September. We want to be able to continue out at Rosemount. Here 
in town, Frank and John Hutchens will go to trial in September, and Gary 
and Jerry are facing possible prosecution for refusal to register. Only 
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Richard, Norman and Wayne are sure shots. We trust God to call laborers 
ees EVERY FRIDAY. All are into the vineyard, if the vineyard is meant to continue bearing fruit; 


but we depend on you out there that God is ca 
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The schedule of discussions 
is as follows: : 


z NOTIC 


| August 7:In honor of the victims 


| of Hiroshima and Nagasaki, The house position. on’ abortion . 
-Richard will present his slide- having already been articulated, 
show.on the bombings and the several community members who re 
annual memorial services in | disagreé feel called upon to disasso- © 
the two cities. For those of ciate themselves publicly from -the Su 
you who missed it last fall, stand the house has taken on the sae Pe 
this is your chance. issue. We feel the need to point out r 
August 21:There will be a celebra- that although this is a Catholic 
tion of our fifth anniversary. Worker House, not every member of 
September 4:Frank will show the this community is Catholic, nor do A Pi 10 GY 
: slideshow, "South Africa: we all share the same outlook on ; 
Freedom Rising", a look at every issue, particularly abortion. 
apartheid, and will lead the ENOUGH SAID. In our last issue we inadvertel 
. discussion afterwards. (signed ) ly omitted to credit Joe Taschetts 
September 18:Midwest Catholic , Gary Eklund for his photograph of the Armed 
: Worker gathering at Sugar > Nanci LaMusga Forces Day parade. The editor 
Creek; no mass or discussion. Kristin Layng rends his garments, prostrates_ 
October 2: There will be a Wayne Zebelman - «himself on the ground in sack- 
, discussion of the merits and (Editor's note: To avoid allowing cloth and ashes, and begs forgive- 
ri : disadvantages of working this volatile issue to monopolize “ness. We hope this public apology 
, in coalitions and in small the pages of via pacis, the debate will save us from being raked 
- groups. is herewith closed. ) over the coals in a display of Joe 


rapier minstrel wit. 


via pacis ...... 


7 by the Des Moines Catholic Worker Com- 
munity, Box 4551, Des Moines, Iowa 50306 
| telephone (515)243-0765. Subscriptions 
are free upon request. 


The Des Moines Catholic Worker Community 


Catholic Worker House 
713 Indiana, Des Moines, Iowa 


Monsignor Ligutti House of Hospitality 
1301 8th, Des Moines, Iowa 


Lazarus House 
1317 8th, Des Moines, Iowa 


k St. Birgitta's Farming Community 
Rt. 1, Box 97, Milo, Iowa 


Community: Richard Cleaver, Frank 
Cordaro, Gary Eklund, John Hutchens, 
Nanci LaMusga, Kristin Layng, Jerry 
Mehalovich, Norman Searah, John Shoup, 
Linda Vanderbilt, Wayne Zebelman. 


0 UR COVER for this fifth anniversary issue features Larry 


| Hutchison, an old friend of the house and treasurer of the Iowa Peace 
Network(among many other things), leading the Armed Forces Day mini- 
| parade. The photograph is by Ames‘ own versatile jack-of-all-trades, 


Joe Taschetta. 


REMEMBER US, THE VICTIMS OF HOLOCAUST! 


An interfaith service followed by a candlelight procession and 
memorial observance at the Japanese Bell on the grounds of © 
the lowa State Capitol. 


Commemorating the 36th anniversary of the atomic bombing of 
HIROSHIMA--and coinciding with TISHAH B'AV, the Jewish 
observance remembering the destruction of the Temple. 


Thursday, August 6, 1981, 8:00 p.m. 


To fEeMEMBY HiROSHMO 
IS To COMAIL ONESELE ‘To 


The west steps of the Capitol--or, in case of rain, Central 
Lutheran Church, E. 9th & Des Moines (NW of the Capitol). 


The fifth annual Commemoration is planned by representatives. 
of the Christian and Jewish communities of lowa and sponsored 


A 
orate 


American Friends Service Committee (lowa) 
Regional Commemoration 


Catholic Peace Ministry Committee (DM Diocese) 
at. SAC 


Consortium on International Peace and Reconciliation 
(lowa bodies of the American Baptist Church, American 
Lutheran Church, Christian Church/Disciples, Church 
of the Brethren, Episcopal Church, Lutheran Church in 
SAC is the nation's major nuclear strike force, 
co-ordinating and targeting all U.S. strategic nuclear 
weapons. SAC's underground or airborne command post would 
launch aircraft and missiles upon a Presidential order. 


America, United Church of Christ, United Methodist 
“Breadbreaking and Reconciliation” 


Church, and United Presbyterian Church. ) 
Des Moines Catholic Worker Community 

We will communally break our fast together on home- 
baked bread which we will also share with military-base 


Drake Newman Center (Social Action Committee) 
lowa Peace Network 
personnel, symbolizing our unity and need for reconciliation. 


(lowa bodies of the Church of the Brethren, Society of 
Friends, the Mennonite Church, and the United Methodist 
-Church.) 
Women's International League for Peace and Freedom 


For more information, call 244-2253 or 274-4851. 


Carloads will be leaving Omaha to SAC at 10:00 a.m. 
Sunday, Aug. 9 from Serpants and Doves, 613 N. 17th St. 
(Get off 14th St. exit off of 480). For overnight hospitality 
if travelling long distances, call: (402) 345-0539 days 
(402) 341-1218 eves 


August 6 — 9, 1981 


i 1981 the governments of the world will spend over $500 billlon on the arms race. The USA and USSR will account for 
58% of all world military expenditures. In the same period over 1 billlon people will suffer from malnutrition and hunger. 
Most of these people live in Third World developing countries where 80,000 children die each day from starvation. But with 
food prices skyrocketing hunger Is on the rise even in developed countries. As estimated 300,000 elderly people are under- 
nourished in New York City, the richest city In the world. Today, in sheer tonnage, there is more explosive material on earth 
than there Is food. 

Of all the weapons bullt with the billions of dollars spent on the arms race, nuclear weapons are the most dangerous. Both 
the USA and USSR have thousands of nuclear bombs many times more powerful than the ones dropped on Hiroshima and 
Nagasaki in 1945. In addition, the USA and USSR are on the verge of producing new, first-strike nuclear weapons like the MX 
Missile which make nuclear war more likely. According to a US government study, nuclear war between the USA and USSR to- 
day could kill 50 million to 250 million people in 24 hours. 

The costs of the arms race are already killing us. The commitment of resources to the production of weapons robs the poor 
and all of us of a more decent life. One of every five persons in the world is trapped in degrading poverty. Even the USA, which 
ranks #1 among nations in military power, ranks only #13 In infant mortality and #20 in doctor-patient ratio. Stopping the arms 
race Is essential to prevent nuclear war and to transfer resources to meet basic human needs. We believe that governments 
will not stop the arms race until people organize an international movement that will eliminate the bomb before it eliminates 
us. 

During August 6-9, the commemoration of the atomic bombings of Hiroshima and Nagasaki, there will be a nationwide 
Freeze the Arms Race Fast. You are invited to participate for all or part of this period. 


@ Fasting !s one way to demonstrate our opposition to the arms race and our concern for the poor and hungry. 
& Fasting can strengthen one’s commitment to peace and disarmament. 
@ When organized and visible, fasting can be a powerful force appealing to our nation’s leaders for an end to the arms 


race. 
@ Our fast will urge the USA and USSR to halt the arms race by adopting an immediate Nuclear Freeze. 


The kind of fast you choose is your decision. Some people will omit one meal each day. Some will fast all day on August 6 or 
on August 9 or both. Others will drink only water or liquids from August 6-9. We encourage you to join with others in your com- 
munity for the fast and that you make your fast known to people in your area through the media and by organizing public 
events like gatherings and vigils. 

If you join us In the Freeze the Arms Race Fast, we encourage you to write letters to President Reagan, your Senators, your 
Representative and the Soviet Embassy and urge them to support a USA-USSR Nuciear Freeze. 


In addition; you may want to contribute the money you save by fasting to an organization working for the Nuclear Freeze or 


providing aid to relleve hunger. 
e 


IF ANY OF OUR READERS ARE WILLING TO HELP BAKE BREAD FOR THE CEREMONY, THE RECIPE 
BEING USED CAN BE OBTAINED BY CALLING THE HOUSE, 243-0765. THIS RECIPE MAKES 17 
LOAVES. PLEASE DELIVER ANY BREAD BAKED TO THE HOUSE BY NOON ON AUGUST 5. THANKS! page 3 
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by Kristin Layng 


June 14 was a big day for some 
of us. It was the day of the Strate- 
gic Air Command open house at Offutt 
Air Force Base outside Omaha. People 
come to the open house from all over 
the midwest to see the planes and 
equipment of the U. S. Air Force. 
There are air shows, presentations, 
exhibits, displays, and even the base 
jazz band. It provides a marvelous 
opportunity for the military to preach 
the gospel of war and of peace through 
threat. There is nothing frightening 
about nuclear war in this context. 

We are concerned: that this is the 
only view of war being presented to 
the thousands of people who come to 
the open house. So, together with 
our friends in Omaha, we decided to 
present the other side--the danger- 
ous and deadly side. 

Originally we had hoped to be able 
to set up our own information table 
on the base at the open house, 
explaining how we felt and encourag- 
ing people to watch Dan Rather's 
mini-series on CBS about our national 
"defense", the first instalment of 
which was aired that evening and 
concentrated on SAC. The base noti- 
fied us that we would not. be permit- 
ted to do so(although some other non- 
military groups, such as the Big 
Brother-Big Sister program, do have 
booths). Some of our group sought an 
injunction against the base, stating 
that this refusal was a violation of 
the first amendment right to free 
speech, but it was turned down by a 
panel of three Omaha judges the night 
before the open house, as well as by 
the Supreme Court the next morning. 
We decided to establish instead a 
presence outside the gates of the 
base and leaflet the people coming 
to the open house. 

We began our presence at 9:30, 
just before the base was opened to 
the public. We were counting on 
heavy traffic at the gate to slow 
people down so they could read our 
signs and banners. And read them 
they did. We got. shouts of “tell 
that to the Russians" and "get a 
job" and "we're fighting for people 
like you who are afraid:-to". Each 
of the fifty or more people who yelled, 
with the assistance of an upward 
thrust middle finger, "Go back to 
Russia" seemed to think this a par- 
ticularly original comment. 

‘It was disturbing to see how 
many people have accepted the mili- 
tary mentality that war is somehow 
good for us--that it stregthens 
character and builds strong bodies 


twelve ways. Most of them didn 't 


want to hear any other side. 

We kept our presence outside the 
gate all day, with only minor argu- 
ments with the base police. Every’ 
+wo hours, a few people from the 
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group went onto the base to look 
around.(A TV reporter had been told 
by a colonel outside the courtroom 
the night before that we would be 
allowed to enter the base, as long 
as we did not create any disruption 
or distribute our leaflets. )At noon 
eight of us, Bill Basinger, Leighton 
Berryhill, Jacquee Dickey, Norman 
Searah, Brent Vanderlinden, Richard 
Cleaver, Mark Metzler and I, went 
onto the base to pray in the chapel 
there. We had come at the perfect 
time; Mass was to be at 12:30. We 
decided that we would offer prayers 
for peace during the service if the 
prayers of intercession were opened — 
to the congregation. We were a little 
early, so we stood in the back of 
the sanctuary and looked around. 
Stained glass windows immortalized 
the red telephone, the mailed fist 
elutching a bolt of lightning and 
dozens of bomber squadrons. Instead 
of Jesus and Mary, they depicted jets 
and missiles. : 

During the service, we sat facing 
a large emergency light which said 
Alert 4. The priest talked about 
getting reacquainted with God like 
with the members of our family. The 
prayers of intercession were not 
opened. for spoken petitions from the 
peopie, so we added ours silently. 
The closing hymn was, appropriately, 
the Battle Hymn of the Republic. 

As we were leaving the sanctuary, 
we were stopped in the narthex by 
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six armed military police who 
escorted us to the base movie theater. 
Once there, we had to stand in the 
rain while they decided what to do 
with us. Finally they took us inside, 
one by one, and frisked, fingerprinted 
and photographed us. They never 
cracked a smile, and didn't talk to 
talk to us except in commands: Legs 
apart! Move over here! Let's got 
They told us that we were not being 
arrested just detained, so they didn't 
have to tell us what we were charged 
with. 

After about an hour, they let six 
of us go after issuing us ban-and- 
bar letters from a large stack of 


Xeroxed copies with the date already 
scribbled in for just such an occasion. 
(No names were put on the letters. ) 


Brent and Richard already had letters, 
so they were held for another half 
hour to await an interview with the 
FBI(the FBI agent decided he had no. 
further questions )and then released 
at a closed gate on the farthest side 
of the base. 

After this, base policy toward the 
entire group outside began to change. 
Whereas before we had been allowed 
to enter the base freely, now the 
guards began to keep some of us out. 
They turned people away for wearing 
T-shirts and buttons with slogans on 
them. "Coors beer" seemed to be 
acceptable; “no nukes" was not. As 
one guard perceptively explained it, 
"That would be like going into a 
bakery with a button that said "down 
with bread'." When the guards were 
questioned about this change in 
policy, they said that orders from 
The Desk had been changed. Later, 
they refused to let anyone associ- 
ated with the protesters onto the 
base, also by order from The Desk. 

The rest of the afternoon passed 
without incident, and the armed 
guards who sat in a bus sweltering 
in their riot gear never got a chance 
to do anything at all. We left the 
base around 5:30, after the open 
house was over. Although the FBI man 
told Brent and Richard that he was 
referring their case to the U.S. 
Attorney, so far no summonses have 
arrived. 


pOmmuUNity 
by Richard Cleaver % 


Five years in the life of a Cath- 
lic Worker community means a lot 
?coming and going, and the Des 
Mnes Worker has had perhaps more 
Mn most. This coming and going 
en baffles our readers, I'm sure. 
m't worry if you can't keep track-- 
boften baffles us, too. No doubt 
seems to go against the usual 
tions the word community conjures 
3, but in some upside-down way it 
bsn't. Of course the Catholic 
wker is in the habit of looking at 
te world and turning what we see 
Jere on its head(we get that habit 
om the Gospels); and Michael Garvey 
tly remarked in his piece on 
srothy for the National Catholic 
mcrter that one breath of stabil- 
would blow the whole thing away. 
411, as we look back on five years 
tmay not be out of place to look 
pit more closely at this paradox. 
I want to make it plain that 
iving in community is not merely a 
mvenience. It is not just the prac- 
ical benefits of having several 
kople to share the workload, or 
sing able to live without being 
lable to war taxes. It is not even 
st for the sake of the emotional 
wpport that is so important for us 
ll, especially those of us who live 
hone way or another on the fringes 
“¥society. Living in community is 
entral to the revolution that the 
atholic Worker is making; it is 
mcial to building a new society 
in the shell of the old. By this we 
a society of cooperation and 
ntual aid instead of competition 
nd mutual destruction, a society of 
Hying instead of getting, a society 
personal responsibility instead 
passing the buck, a society of 
we rather than division and life 
nther than death. We do not believe 
Wat such a society can be. built by 
karing down, by armed uprising, by 
srrorism(nuclear or otherwise). We 
sieve that the only way is to 
hild small communities which not 
My model the values we strive for, 
it actually live in the Kingdom 
hich Christ tells us is at hand. 
uw vision is at once to proclaim 
w hope for the future and to be that 
spe in the present. 
That hope is the glorious vision 
“Wose first act is the Resurrection. 
bt go to Scripture to find its shape. 
> look for groups as small and inti- 
ste as the one that gathered around 
he Twelve in Jerusalem. We look for 
e sharing of all our blessings in 
mmunities where not only are the 
asic needs of the body met by free 
iving in honor of the divine life 
h our brothers and sisters, but 
ere singers can sing their songs, 
bncers can dance their dances, 
rytellers spin their tales, makers 
rate new things of beauty for use 
rfor pleasure; communities where 
‘ee young shall see visions and the 
Id dream dreams, where all shall do 
istice, love kindness and walk hum- 
ly with God; for these are necessi- 
es too, necessities as pressing 
: food and drink and shelter, and 
en More rarely available in this 
y and age. Most of all, 
se look for communities which are 
Yurch, assemblies of the people of 
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Cod with all the richness of varied 
ministries, whose elders and shepherds 
(male or female)are truly servants 

of the servants of God, assemblies 
held together and joined to the 

others by love and not law, assem- 
blies whose highest achievement is 

the collective, thankful worship of 
God in justice and truth, in the 
splendor of holiness. 

In the final analysis, 
it is not our work that keeps us 
together or keeps us in unity with 
other Catholic Worker communities 
elsewhere. It is our vision of the 
future society and our common dedi- 
cation to that vision. That is why 
we are so different from “social 
work agencies". , 

‘But community is not a thing. Even 
if it were, it is not a thing we've 
got yet! Community is a common jour- 
ney. The vision is necessary iff we 
are to know where we're headed. But 
for us here at 713 Indiana and Ligutti 
House and Rosemount and the new house 
the way to get there is often as 
confusing as the way through the 
garden Alice found herself in once 
she had gotten through the looking 
glass. And like her, we generally 
have to keep running as hard as we 
can not to lose ground. Some of us 
may detour here and there, and a few 
lucky ones find the occasional short- 
cut. But basically it is the journey, 
the process, that brings us together. 
In a sense, that is our community-- 
a group of pilgrims, Certainly prayer 
and grace are the most basic elements 
of forming community, but we must 
cooperate with grace and that is the 
pilgrimage. 

Since we are on pilgrimage, it is 
not surprising that along the way we 
may meet new pilgrims, or that some 
of the original group may drop out 
from fatigue or run ahead in impat- 
tence. At the Worker this changing 
of the group may be sped up for 
several reasons. In the first place, 
as Peter and Dorothy always reminded 
us, the Worker is a school, and you 
don't stay in school forever(unless, 


like some of us, you're a slow learner!). 


Furthermore, our singlemindedness-- 
or narrowmindedness, depending on 
your viewpoint--makes it difficult 
for some to live with us. (Which 
puts me in mind of Stanley Vishnew- 
ski's old saying--very old--that the 
Catholic Worker is made up of saints 
and martyrs, and the martyrs are the 
ones who have to put up with the 
saints.) And the intensity of our 
life, the sense of urgency which per- 
vades it, makes our community into a 
kind of smelting furnace where we 
become quickly close or else are 
vaporized; and like all such devices 
the community is very apt to explode. 
But I have an idea that may put the 
matter of fast.turnover in a different 
light altogether. Might it not be 
that, although to a visitor who comes 
by every two or three months, it 
seems bewildering that of a group of 
eight, four faces are new; still, 

to us who may have seen as Many as 

a hundred guests in that same time, 
the change of only four faces seems 
like stability? Certainly, when I 
look back on the fou® and a half 
years that I have been associated 
with this community, first as a 
visitor and thenas a member, I some- 
times get the impression of watching 
a home movie running a trifle too 
fast. Nevertheless, I can honestly 
say that there is a stability of 


atmosphere, a sense of a community 
with a life of its own, that runs 
through the whole. 

A lot of the credit for that must 
go to Frank, of course. The fact that 
he has been in California these last 
six weeks studying theology has 
made the summer a time of testing 
and regrouping. It is good to learn 
once again(I said we were slow learn- 
ers)that God provides for the work 
to go on, It this case Providence 
took the shape of Nanci LaMusga and 
John Shoup, both old friends of the 
house who rushed in where angels 
fear to tread. We are eternally 
grateful for the folly of the Cross 
which brought them into our midst. 

We are also grateful for the time 

Dr. Lydia Caros spent with us. She 

is now in Rochester, Minnesota, 
continuing her residency at the Mayo 
Clinic as a way station along her 
pilgrimage. Stephe Andsager has also 
decided to pursue his pilgrimage 
elsewhere. We will miss his min- 
strelsy sorely. Having two members 

of the community an hour's drive at 
Rosemount has also added new dimen- 
sions, not to say complications, to 
our common enterprise. Naturally 

more changes are in the offing. 

Linda will be going back to Chicago 
to finish her studies; Nanci will 

be moving on to further ministry as 
a nurse with the Mennonites in Cin- 
cinnati, and John Shoup will be 
wending his way back to Sheldon, Iowa 
and St, Patrick's School. Frank and 
John Hutchens go to trial before long 
and may be spending some time invol- 
untarily absent. Jerry and Gary both 
got letters from Uncle Sam pointing 
out, to no one's surprise, that they 
haven't registered for the draft, If 
they are prosecuted, that could leave 
us mighty short-handed: Wayne, Norman 
and me, to be exact. So if anyone 

out there feels the Spirit is calling 
them to the Worker struggle, by all 
means get in touch with us. 

T want to take this opportunity 
to commend one constant soul in the 
life of this community, one whom we 
are all most grateful for. I mean the 
unfailingly helpful and joyful Helen 
Tichy. Frank tells how at the very 
beginning Helen, who had been acquain- 


ted with the Worker movement for years 


and who had been excited by the news 
that Des Moines had a house at last, 
stopped by to find Frank and Joe 
DaVia subsisting entirely on canned 
pork and beans. She stepped in then 
to save them from themselves, and 
has been a savior on many occasions 
since. We extend her our heartfelt 
thanks in this fifth anniversary 
issue. 

Helen is only one of many faithful 


people who make up our extended 


community. We could not survive with- 
out their stable context for our 
coming and going. 

Coming and going. That at least 
is constant, that, and God's love. 
But perhaps we shouldn't be too 
concerned about the "where" of our 
community members. Over these five 
years, Many bonds have been formed, 
many seeds sown, much love shared. 
And ‘we can count on one thing--we are 
together as members of the Mystical 
Body of Christ. This is never more 
true than when we are gathered around 
the banquet table of God. Then our 
liturgy is united to all liturgies, 
and we are united to all worshippers. 
That is the truest, most enduring 
community of all. page 5 
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The general aim of the Catholic 


’ Worker Movement is to réalize in the 
individual and in society the teachings 


of Christ, especially as found in 
the Sermon on the Mount(Matt. 5:3- 
7:27)and in the call to solidarity 
with the needy(Matt. 25:31-46). We 
must begin with an ‘examination of 
our present society to determine 
how it meets the requirements of 
those teachings. 

The society in which we live, and 
which is generally called capitalist 
(because of its method of producing 
wealth )and bourgeois(because of its 
prevalent mentality)is not in accord 
with justice and charity in the 
following ways: 

IN ECONOMICS--because the guiding 
principle is production for profit 
and because production determines 
needs. In addition, there is a non- 
producing class which is maintained 
by the labor of others. This-class 
systematically robs the workers of 
the wealth they have produced over 
and above what is needed for their 
bare maintenance, 

A just society would provide the 
necessities of life for all, and the 
common good, rather than profit, 
would determine what would be pro- 
duced. Furthermore, the workers would 
control the fruits of their labor. 
"From each according to his or her 
ability, to each according to her or 
his need," 

IN PSYCHOLOGY--because capitalist 
soGiety fails to consider the whole 
nature of the human being, Rather, 
it regards people solely as an econo- 
mic factor in production. They are 
items in the-expense sheets of 
employers. Profit alone determines 
what kind of work they will do; hence 
the deadly routine of assembly lines. 
More and more we see that women are 
placed in the lowest rungs of this 
ladder. Even for those middle-class 
women who adhere to the traditional 
homemaker role, this dehumanization 
causes them to be seen as sexual 
commodities, and as consumers of 
unnecessary articles, rather than 
as full human beings capable of 
independent lives. 

In a just society, the question 
would be whether a certain kind of 
work was in accord with human dignity 
and wholeness, not whether it would 
bring a profit to the exploiters of 
labor. 

IN SOCIAL RELATIONSHIPS--because 
capitalism is maintained by class 
warfare. Since the aim of the capi- 
talist employer is to obtain labor 


_ as cheaply as possible, while the 


aim of labor is to sell itself as 
- dearly as possible and buy what is 
produced as cheaply as possible, 
there is an inevitable and persis- 
“tent conflict between them which 
can only be overcome when the capi- 


talist class ceases to exist. Further- 


more, the capitalist class fosters 
division among people along lines 
other than purely economic ones, in 
order to maintain its dominance. 
Thus, races are pitted against one 


another, the old and(increasingly ) 
children are kepteout of sight, and 
lesbians and gay men are denied any 
status whatever by church and society. 
Throughout, men are-dominant over 
women. Thus, rich and poor alike 
suffer increasingly from isolation, 
from madness, and from growing indi- 
vidual violence, this last abetted 
by the State's emphasis on implements 
of War instead of on human well-being. 
In a just society, there would be 
no classes. People would perform 
different functions, but there 
would no longer exist an empioyer/ 
wage-earner relationship. We would 
rejoice in God's gifts, those given 


_to us all to be shared, and those 


given to individuals and groups which 
demonstrate our infinite variety. 

IN ITS RELATIONSHIP TO NATURE-- 
because it has strayed from the Bib- 
lical ideal of stewardshio of natural 
resources rather than exploitation 
of them for profit. In this we have 
failed to learn from those who prece- 
ded us on this continent. Our misuse 


of fertile agricultural land, our 
poisoning of the environment, our 
selfish insistence on depleting non- 
renewable resources, and in particular 
our folly in continuing to ignore the 
dangers of nuclear power(chiefly be- 
cause of its intimate connection with 
the war industry)are grave offenses 
against God's creation, 

In a just society, human beings 
would live in harmony with the rest 


of nature, and all would join together 


in praise of their Creator. 

WE SEE THE PROLIFERATION OF NUCLEAR 
POWER AND WEAPONS AS THE CLEAREST 
SIGN OF THE DIRECTION OF OUR AGE. It 
is a denial of the. right of people 
to life itself, and, by implication, 
a denial of God. There is a direct 


economic and moral connection between 
the arms race and destitution. In 
the words of the Second Vatican 
Council, "The arms race is an 
utterly treacherous trap for human- 
ity, and one which injures the poor 
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IN GOD WE TRUST 


to an intolerable degree." 

Neither the capitalist democracies) 
the social democracies, nor the burea 
cratic centralist so-called socialist 
states pursue the common good, since 
as a consequence of their basic prin 
ciples, they either economically 
sanction or legally impose viola- 
tions-of justice and charity. Each 
fosters the ever-increasing power 
of the State; as a result, there is 
a genuine lack of control over any 
consistent movement toward even a 
human, much less a Christ-centered 
world. 

THEREFORE, TO ACHIEVE A JUST SOCI 
ETY WE ADVOCATE a complete rejection 
of the present social order and an 
non-violent revolution to establish 
an order more in accord with Chris- 
tian truth. We-envision a social 
order based on St. Thomas Aquinas’ 
doctrine of the common good, in 
which the freedom and dignity of the 
whole person is fostered, and the 
good of each person is bound to the 
good of the whole community. - 

‘ This can only be done by direct 7 
action, since political means have 
failed, and will continue to fail, 
as a method for bringing about such 

--a society. 

We believe, therefore, in 
PERSONALISM, in taking on ourselves 
responsibility for changing condi- 
tions to the extent that we are able 
By establishing houses of hospitaliv 
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e take care of as many of those in 
need aS we can by ourselves, rather 
than turning them over to the imper- 
sonal "charity" of the State. We do 
mt do this in order to patch up the 
wrecks of the capitalist system, 

hut rather because there is always 
shared responsibility in such 
hings and the call to minister -to 
wir brothers and sisters transcends 
my consideration of economics. We 
feel that what anyone possesses 
beyond basic necessities does not 
relong to him or her, but rather to 
those who are without it. | 

We believe in COMMUNITY as a 
tent remedy for the isolation and 
spiritual destitution that is 
prevalent today. We try to live to- 
zether simply, striving for a 
oluntary poverty and dispossessing 
mwrselves of superfluous goods, to 
itness against the consumerism of 
industrial society. We recall the 
rarly Christians, who lived in common 
Sind shared their goods, following 

St. Paul's dictum, "Let your abun- 
lance supply their want(2 Cor. 8:14)." 
le have both responsibilities and 
limits in our use of material posses- 


sions. Christ comes to teach that 
the spirit of poverty is the way to 
the Kingdom(Luke 18:24-25). Indeed, 
we have found that much joy and free- 
jom can be found in living simply 

and in sharing. Such a life can open 
opportunities for personal liberation 
that serve as a basis for our efforts 
toward liberation on a larger scale 
(4 John 2:15-17). 

We believe in separation from the 
capitalist system so far as each is 
able. We reject the State, the par- 
ties and prisons, flags and armies 
that maintain it, and its dehuman- 
izing effects, such as mass produc- 
tion in industry and education, large 


hospitals, agribusiness, and imper- 
sonal bureaucracies. Thus, we favor 
the establishment of a DISTRIBUTIST 
economy wherein those who have a 
vocation to the land will work the 
land surrounding. the villages-and 
those who have other vocations will 
work in the villages themselves, 
while remaining in close contact with 
the land. We see this as possible in 


urban neighborhoods as well, by the 


conversion of wasted land into commu- 
nity gardens. In this way we will 
have a decentralized economy which 
will dispense with the State as we 
know it and will be federationist in 
character, as was society during 
certain periods preceding the rise 
of nation-states. 

We believe in WORKER CONTROL of 
the means of production and distri- 
bution, as distinct from nationali- 
zation. This is to be accomplished 
by decentralized cooperatives and 
the elimination of a distinct em- 
ployer class. It is revolution from 
below and not, as political revolu- 
tions are, from above. It calls for 
widespread and universal ownership 
of property as a steppingstone to 
a COMMUNISM that will be in accord 
‘with the example of the Apostles 
(Acts 2:42-47)and with the Christian 
teaching of detachment from material 
' goods. When realized, it will express 
/itself in common control, and the 
/concept of ownership as we know it 
will be meaningless. : 
We believe in complete EQUALITY 
of all women and men as sisters and 
‘ prothers created by a loving God. 
Racism, sexism, heterosexism, ageism, 
classism; all of these are blasphemy 
against God whose image is incarnate 
in us all and whose death has redeemed 
us all(Gal. 3:28). We come to God 
“freely or not at all, and it is not 
the place of anyone or any institu- 
‘tion to force the faith on anyone 


else. Persecution of any person or 


group is therefore a serious sin. 

We believe further that the revo- 
‘lution that is to be pursued in our- 
‘selves and in society must be PACI- 

FIST. Otherwise it will proceed by 
force and use means that are evil and 
‘which will never be outgrown. They 
‘will then determine the end of the 
revolution, and that end will again 
be coercion and tyranny. We reject 
the use of evil means for any end 
whatsoever, for we believe that Christ 
went beyond natural ethics and the 
Old Dispensation in matters of force 
and war and taught non-violence as 

a way of life(Matt: 26:52). When we 
set ourselves against tyranny and 
injustice, we must do so by spiritual 
means and by non-cooperation, Refusal 
to pay taxes, refusal to register for 
the draft, refusal to take part in 
civil-defense drills, non-violent 
strikes, boycotts, non-violent occu- 
pations, symbolic a@tions and prayer 
are all means that can be used in 
this pursuit of justice. 

We see this as an era of great 
doubt and anxiety. In response, we, 
as a lay movement, seek our strength 
and direction in the beauty of 
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regular prayer and liturgy, in stu- 
dying the traditions of Scripture 
and the teaching of the Church, and 
in appiying them to the modern con- 
dition. Thus directed, our efforts 


to perform our duty as Christians 

range widely, from visiting the sick 

to occupying nuclear power plant sites. 
We believe that success, as the 

world determines it, is not the cri- 

terion by which a movement should be 

judged(Rom. 12:2), We must be prepared 

and ready to face seeming failure. 

The most important thing is that we 

adhere to Christian values, which 

transcend time. On the last day we 

will be asked for an accounting, not 

as to whether those values succeeded, 

as the world judges success(though 

we hope and trust that they will), 

but as to whether we remained true 

to them, even against the world. 
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by Wayne Zebelman 


Since Frank is in California wor- 
king ever so hard, it is my honor to 
write the What's Happening article. 
It is not as easy a task as I thought 
it would be....But without further 
ado, I present my article. 

In summer folks are on the road 
and we have had quite a few visitors. 
We welcomed Leighton Berryhill to 
our community June 12. She talked to 
a full house(if you can say that 
about a meeting in the yard)after 
Mass about her experiences in Nica- 
ragua, where she spent three months 
doing volunteer medical work after 
graduating from the University of 
Iowa Medical School. She told us of 
the improvement since her previous 
trip to Nicaragua when Somoza was 
still in power, not only in health 
care but in many areas of life. We 
wish Leighton well with her residency 
at Cook County Hospital in Chicago. 

Gary Donatelli, from the New York 
CW, stopped by for a brief visit on 
his way back home from a wedding in 
Oregon. He visited the farm at Rose- 
mount where we had a very nice supper, 
lit by candles made at the Sheep Ranch 
Worker Farm in California, and we 
enjoyed watching the sunset and much 
good conversation. 

The farm has begun to attract 
visitors of its own. Two long-time 
and faithful friends of the Des 
Moines Worker, Martha and John 
Popson, who live not too far from 
‘Rosemount in Knoxville, came to spend 
a Sunday afternoon and share tales 
of rural life. Martha also picked 
Richard's brain of its meager contents 
for the book she is writing about 
Dorothy Day. 

Steve Marsden and Rebecca Rosen- 
baum also put in an appearance. Rebecca 
imparted some tidbits of information 
about edible weeds; we need her to 
come back and tell us which of the 
weeds taking over the garden can be 
claimed as vegetables. Bill Douglas 
also stopped in and did his part to 
keep down those selfsame weeds and 
prove his membership in the working 
classe 

Unfortunately no one was home when 
Betty and Bill McKibben, friends of 
Richard from his wee small years and 
teachers of Classics at Grinnell 
College, as well as long-time parti- 
sans of the Catholic Worker movement, 
made a visit to Rosemount. It was a 
pity to have missed them; we hope 
that better connections are made next 

time. 

Finally, Msgr. Paul Connelly, the 
@iocesan director of rural life and 
pastor of the neighboring parish of 
St. Mary's, made an inspection tour 
which coincided with the. height(about 
three feet to be exact)of the weed 
season. He was quoted by another 
priest as saying later, "Nice folks 
but they don't know a thing about 
farming." Sad but true. 

Roy Bourgeois came through Des 
Moines the end of June and gave a 
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talk at the AFSC. He told of his 
experiences in the hills talking to 
the revolutionaries in El Salvador, 
and of the oppression and poverty 
they have to deal wjth. He spoke of 
the bloodshed and the undying hope 
of the people, and said that when 
they hear of support from us in the 
U.S. it gives them strength and more 
hope that one day they will be free. 
We must continue to show that sup- 
port, for every day that passes the 
slaughter of the innocents continues. 

Peter DeMott came through with 
Roy on the way to visit his folks in 
Omaha. He is just out of jail for 
attempting to disarm a Trident sub- 
marine, and is now on his way back ~ 
to D.C. for yet another trial, this 
time for praying at the White House. 
Peter served his sentence at a 
work farm where he worked in the 
dairy. His wages were very snail 
but with his usual thrift he saved 
them all and gave them to our house. 
Thank you! 

This was the first time I had 
met Peter and I was honored-to 
partake of one of his delicious 
omelettes. I had a good run with 
him and look forward to seeing him 
again. He took time out of his 
busy schedule to inspect Rosemount, 
and then was off. Good luck in D.C.! 

Julissuocsch of srroliters for 
Survival came to give a talk at the 
Catholic Council for Social Concerns. 
She tied in the effects of nuclear 
waste and how it travels through the 
food chain to the unborm fetus, and 
related the catastrophic effects 
thereof. 

Peter Menard, formerly of the Sheep 
Ranch community and now on the Walk 
to Moscow, spent a few days of R&R 


here--at least he claims it was R&R, 
even though it meant he was fixing 

up the new house most of the time. 

But I guess it's a change from walking. 
Check elsewhere in this issue about 
the rundown on the Walk; they will 

be here August 18 and there will be 

a fundraiser for them at Chet Guinn's 
Fire Station that night at 7:30. 

From Boston came Gary Saches and 
Heidi Davis, who are with the Alliance 
against Registration and the Draft. 
They were here to work on getting a 
good network of communications between 
resisters. 

Three friends of Linda's from Chi- 
cago joined us for a visit of a 
couple of days. They made a dinner 
for a house full of ‘guests one 


us 
night, with fresh-baked bread. It 


we 


was delicious! We hope that they will BSP 


visit us again! 

There have been family visits as 
well. My father came and found the 
place interesting. Nanci's parents 
also paid a brief visit. 

As we go to press, Diane Holmlund 
and Jim Jalsevac from Toronto have 
come to spend a couple of weeks with 
us helping out on hospitality. Jim 
is on vacation from teaching handi- 
capped kids. Both have extensive 
Worker backgrounds. We're glad to 
have their assistance and company. 

And Randy Gieseke has just — 
popped up on his way back from 
Washington to Madison. It's always 
a treat to reunite with our past 
community members. , 

Speaking of which, let us not 
forget the whirlwind visit we got 
from Matt and Teri Friel. May the 
next be long enough to sit and talk! 

Lydia returned from China on 
June 15, where she was studying 
health care, just in time to move on 
to the Mayo Clinic for the rest of 
her residency. We all miss her very 
much and would have liked to have 
locked her in her room so she 
couldn't leave. With tears she was 
off. Our love is with her always. 

I pray that Frank's absence is a 
growing experience for the house and 
for Frank but enough is enough. 
Frank, come back! We miss him very 
much and anxiously await his and Bob 
Cook's return. 


As for the new house, we now have ® 


the invaluable assistance on our 
rehabilitation work of Proteus' on- 
the-job-trainees, who are hard at 
work sheetrocking, puttying and 
taping, It still seems like an end- 
less task. We have decided to call 
the place Lazarus House, as it is 
slowly being resurrected from the 
dead. Not to mention that, given the 
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use to which its basement was being # 


put when we got it, it shares with 
the not-yet-resurrected Lazarus a 
certain odor, 


In between visits and departures — 


there have been several events that 


folks from the house have been involi® 


in. On June 14 we went to Omaha for 
the SAC open house. The events of 
that interesting day are recounted 
elsewhere in this issue. 

Richard spent the last week in 
Jue at Emmanuel. House of Prayer 


in Iowa City as a participant ina FH 


conference on social justice issues.) 


Frs. Michael Colonnese, William 
Dawson, and Darrell Rupiper were 
speakers, and the grand finale was 


two days of talks by Bishop Dingman.)* 


Richard was the only person from thisk 


diocese present, and reports that hee 


was proud that our bishop was such 
a hit.. It was an intense week of 


discussion, reunions with old friendy 


and making of new ones. 
Richard got home just in time to 


have hysterics over the last-minute © 


details of putting this year's Gay 
Pride weekend. The march on Satur- 


day afternoon had about ninety peopli, 


among them several Catholic Workers 


and friends. Non-gay members of our 
community showed their solidarity by® 


putting on a pancake breakfast for 


the marchers beforehand at the Thor-? 


eau Center. 

On July 4, John Hutchens, Jerry 
Mehalovich and myself went to 
Chicago for a no-draft rally. We 
stayed at John's parents' house in 
Munster. I would like to take this 


thank John's folks for their 
ity. We were treated like 


klund and Jerry Mehalovich 
letters from the Selective 
king them to register or 
secution(see Gary's article 
issue). If prosecution occurs, 
people to protest at these 

gi just Gary and Jerry's 

pially those in small towns 
pre's not much support). 

dals will be a very impor- 

tof the anti-war movement. 

#6 was Brent Vanderlinden and 
gi's trial for reentering 
Force Base after being 

it was very interesting 

Jin took the freedom of 

stance and Brent took a 

less position for he did not 
meeded to defend his actions. 
gained why he did what he did 
ming to the social encyclicals 
Ipture, and called Richard 
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imess to build on his beliefs. 
nlained that their intention 
‘to get arrested or to inter- 
ept spiritually, Jim pointed 

th base operations, but just 

fa prayerful witness and 

sand leave.(The facts were 

sed to beforehand by both — 

so the prosecution case was 
Brent said he was called to 
herever injustices occurred, 

vel at home because of the 

he prayed at SAC because that 
large role in the existence | 
arty, and he wanted to pray in 
wtroom but was denied permis- 
le said that he remained : 
gless as the nation should 
sdefenseless. 

Hously the judge was much 

bi by Brent and Jim's gentleness, 
ty and straightforwardness. 
»spoke movingly of his experi- 
in war and his respect for 
ifist position. The Holy 

kvas plainly present, and 
sentence” was that each should 
an essay of 1500 words on 

wed Subjects. 

first Frank was to be tried 

his as well but they discovered 
he hadn't actually reentered. 
obvious to me that they 

ito get Frank and give him 

mths in addition to whatever 
at his upcoming trial. 

for the Armed Forces Day 

i, because there was no violence 
mperty damage and we signed 

is stating we would not sue the 
the City Council(all but Archie 
is)said that in the interests of 
Ice the charges were dropped. 
would like to close this with 
notes of congratulation and 

xt for my friends. in Columbia, 
mri. First, I offer felicitations 
brliss Fischer's upcoming wedding. 
, Mike and Norma are the parents 
new child; joy to them all. And 
y, I want to put in a word of 
brt for the folks down there 

are working to do away with the 
nissile silos all over mid-Mis- 
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by Nanci LaMusga 


I wasn't quite sure how I would 
proceed to write this section of 
via pacis. I knew that an article 
would not suffice for my expressions 
of hospitality, so I decided to 
write in a free-style form and try 
to express my love within jinade- 
quate words. 

I hope that to each of you who 
reads this, the possible confusion 
will not shadow the feelings and that 
in some way those feelings will 
reach out and touch you. 

In Peace, N.L. 


I used to be afraid to be open 
or to love. 

I thought it would make me 
vulnerable to hurt; 

And it does. . 


The pain is still there, 
But somehow 
I'm not afraid anymore. 
Joy has taken preference 
to protection. 
And love... 
Love flows easy . 
with give and take. 


Until now, 
Part of the fear 
Was that I didn't believe 
That love could last 2 
after goodbye was said. 
But it does. 
And J. can't help but love here. 
Because they come. 
Those children of God. 
Carrying the tattered remains 
of the age-old struggle. 
Tom and shaken-- 
wounded by life, 
And confronting my faith 
with an urgency 
That oftentimes gives no reprieve. 


Some days I wonder 
where I can find love 
Enough 
To sustain those people aching and 
despairing. 
Waiting for 
and sometimes trying to 
find death. 


I wonder too 
if I can give enough 


; to them 
For a glimmer of hope 
to arise 


Or a smile to shine in passing 
And I'm blessed. 


Because somehow 
God is with me. 
When I don't believe there is 
any more strength 
Within me 
He answers my pleas 
and I pass it on. 


And my reward. 


It is to see those smiles 

and share the tears 
Of those who reach oul, 

and use my love. 


And my peace 
is found in knowing 
That it is better to live one moment 
in the moment 
Of the Way beyond the Way. 


House 


by Gary Hall 


Last issue, I talked about the 
immediate and direct effects of long- 
term imprisonment. This time I'1l 
say a little about the experience of 
attempting to orient or adjust to 
the "free" world. 

For the first week all was sweet- 
ness and light, I thought. It was 
when I realized that I had only been 
outside the house twice(and only a 
few minutes both times)that I knew 
something was wrong. I was afraid 
of being in open places, of being 
"exposed" to possible harm. What 
harm, I have no idea, I was just 
afraid. 

Fortunately for me, I was a “jail 
house lawyer" while in prison and 
various folks who were aware of that 
asked me to talk to their groups 
about the prison system and law en- 
forcement. I took every opportunity. 

Rev. Bob Cook asked me to speak 
to some Sunday School classes. I 
learned to play guitar while in 
prison, so the guitar went to 
Sunday School. Evidently the folks 
enjoyed it because they asked me back 
the next week and then asked me to 
assist in teaching Vacation Bible 
school. 

The Bible School was a thrill for 
me. I discovered that I fit in. Folks 
were telling me I was doing a great 
job and all I was really doing was 
having a great time with a bunch of 
kids. 

The beginning of the bridge back 
to the world was being built. The 
children didn't care that I'd. been 
in prison, they were just curious 
about what it was like. It was the 
easing of tension between convict 
and free person. 

Returning to the house one 
evening I met Darrell Hibbs of the 
Douglas Avenue Presbyterian Church. 
He asked me to speak to their men's 
group about the house and the prison 
system, Brent Vanderlinden and I 
went to the meeting. We were 
scheduled to talk for an hour, and 
it lasted three. The men's group 
bought us some groceries and goodies 
and are going to help with some 
needed construction and repairs on 
the house. 

An old friend's wife, Dortha 
Gillum, saw me in front of the 
house one evening and told her 
husband, Duane. That resulted in a 
reunion and a part-time job for me. 
Dortha has been sending ws home-made 
‘goodies, which never last very long 
around here. 

But most men coming out of prison 
don't have old friends who will try 
to understand, or for that matter 
give a damn. Most men don't have a 
Rev. Cook or a Hansen House or an 
opportunity to teach bible school. 
Most men come out with a hundred 
dollars and a kick in the ass. 

So I've come full circle. Without 
the Hansen House, none of the other 
things would have happened. I 
needed a place to be secure and 
comfortable, a space where I could 
feel that "whew, I'm home" feeling. 
I have that here. 
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FIRE 


by Jerry Mehalovich 


Sw ae 5 


Monday, July 20, about 3:45 AM, 
I was awakened by sirens and clamoring 
firefighters. I looked out my window 
and saw a bright orange glow from 
the direction of our new house. It 
took a few minutes to register. Then 
I knew it could be bad. I hurried - 
down the block and saw the garage at 
1317 8th St. in flames and three or 
four firefighters spraying water on 
it. They had it pretty well contained 
in a matter of minutes, but the air 
was thick with smoke and the smell 
of burnt wood. As some firefighters 
were dousing the smoldering furniture, 
another began asking me questions 
about who owned the property, whether 
we had insurance and so on, 

As I was answering the questions, 
a sinking feeling gathered in my 
stomach and reality settled in. We 
do not have insurance and everything 
was lost. For the past six months, 
we have been storing furniture in 
the garage for use when we complete 
the new house. There were five chests 
of drawers, a couple of hideaway beds, 
two sofas and a large-capacity refri- 
gerator. There were also bed frames, 
end tables and spare bicycle parts. 
About a dozen doors from inside the 
house were also burned. 

There is no room at this time for 
storage in the house because many 
rooms are being remodeled. We will 
have to wait until very near comple- 
tion to begin replacing the burned 
items. Please continue your patient 
support as the work is slow and we 
are short-handed. For about a year 
the new house has been a major project. 
Sometimes it seems like an impos- 
sible task, but with perseverance 
it will be completed. 
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DRAFT 


On June 17 the Selective Service 
System sent out about 150 letters to 
known and suspected nonregistrants 
warning them that if they did not 
either register within fifteen days 
or prove that for one reason or 
another they were not required to do 
so, their names would be turned over 
to the(rather inappropriately named) 
Justice Department so that the FBI 
could begin investigating the suspec- 
ted non-registrants in order to 
build cases for prosecution. Among 
the "lucky"recipients of these let- 
ters are five past and present 
members of the Des Moines Catholic 
Worker Community: Rusty Martin of 
Cedar Falls(where he is president 
of the University of Northern Iowa 
Student Association), Stephe And- 
sager, currently On The Road, Jeff 
Patch of Des Moines, and Jerry 
Mehalovich and I. Brett Terrell of 
the Davenport Catholic Worker was 
another Iowan who received the 
letter. 

The Selective Service just recently 
admitted that the names of 134 of the 
150 people receiving the letter had 
been passed on to the Justice Depart- 
ment for investigation. In all the 
news reports I've seen or heard, SSS 
officials have claimed that the 
names they have of suspected non- 
registrants have come from the com- 
plaints of concerned citizens and 
manage to give the impression that 

they have all come from people like 
"the concerned high school principal" 
and "the neighbors", people who 
have done their patriotic duty and 
tured in kids they know of who : 
didn't register. 

Well....1 don't know about all 
of those who turned in non-regis- 
trants to the SSS but all the people 
I do know about are indeed concerned 
citizens. Concerned citizens who, 
doing their patriotic duty, com- . 
plained.not about the kid next door 
but rather about the law requiring 
that they themselves register for 
the draft. All the people in Iowa, 
or anywhere else, that I know of who 
received the letter are people who 
had written the SSS themselves 
expressing their intention not to 
register. Although the SSS may go 
after a few token "quiet" non-regis- 
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by Gary Ekluni 


trants who have been turned in by 
relatives and others, the majority 
of those prosecuted will be people 
who publicly refuse to register. 
This is an effort to silence diss 
and instill enough fear in people 
turning eighteen to frighten then 
into doing something they othe 
wouldn't do, namely register for®@ 
military draft(or at least keep 
them from telling anybody if the 
don't register). We who have beel/ 
selected as examples still say, de 
"No! It's our lives, and we will 
decide." ae sigs 94 ol 

Tt's assumed that there will 
trials of public non-registrants 
that the trials of those who recéj 
letters and continue to refuse 
register will begin sometime in th 
not-too-distant future. Those why 
in light of the possible consequa 
change their minds and register i 
our continuing support. Those who 
on refusing to register continue} 
need moral support and, with trig 
expected, financial support as wel 
Anyone wishing to contribute to 
legal defense of public non-reg 
trants in Iowa is encouraged to & 
money to: Iowa Resisters, P.O. Bal 
4551, Des Moines, Iowa, 50306. We 
would also welcome any comments @ 
would especially like to hear fre 
other public non-registrants, ped 
considering going public with the 
refusal to register, and people 
(particularly local)who have at @ 
time or another spent time in Pp 
for one form or other of draft 
resistance, 
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A Walk to Moscow 


in the spring of 1980, 30 or so men and women 

ked from Santa Cruz, California, to Bese, 
ington. We developed a strong sense of com- 

nity within our group and found that walking is a 

nd way to reach out to a wide variety of people: 

i people in gardens, construction workers on 

break, tourists in coffee shops. 

All the way up the coast, the most common ques- 

n asked of us was “But what about the Russians?” 

ie only chance we had to talk to “Russians” was 

ken we visited the Soviet consulate in San Francisco. 

« arrived with a bilingual banner reading “U.S.— 

'S.R. Disarm.” Some of us were invited inside to 

with consular officials. Their message to us was, 

le are a peaceful country. But what about the 

mericans?” Meanwhile, outside a bus full of Russian 

urists pulled up and stared at us esapicionsty. Then 

remembered a Russian children’s song we had 

med from a Pete Seeger record: “Bus Zek Da 

diet Son-Son” (May There Always Be Sunshine), 

d started singing. Light dawned on the faces of the 

wrists and lo and behold, they started singing back. 

fore we left, we asked the consular officials almost 

sa joke if they thought we'd be allowed to walk 

ross the Soviet Union the way we were walking 

toss America. They surprised us; saying, “By all 


< e 
In essence, citizens of both countries, the Soviet 
mnsul and the American housewife, say the same 
hing, “The arms race isn’t our fault. We believe in 
nace. But we have to stay ahead of the other guys. 


We can’t trust them.”And because neither side will ac- 
pt responsibility, the arms race continues to spiral 
spward into ever more destructive weapons systems, 
breeding fear and suspicion along the way. Years of 
jalf-hearted negotiations have produced little result. 
the same time, many citizens who disagree with 
. the logic of “preventing war by preparing for war” 
ny, “It's the governments’ fault. There's nothing I 
an do 


We feel that it’s time to break the vicious circle, 


take personal initiatives towards and encour- 
we others to do the same. We feel that peace begi 
ith each n taking charge of their own life 


bllowing their own conscience and nage seg 
eople’s right to do the same. The idea of ing to 
Moscow kept coming back and at last some of us 
wecided to do it. 

This will not be the first time such a walk has 
iaken place. In 1961, the Committee for Nonviolent 
ction sponsored the “San Francisco to Moscow Walk 
or Peace,” which made it to the Red Square in a little 
over ten months. 


We are walking to witness with our bodies against 
weapons. 

We are walking to cafl attention ro_the potential 
itst-strike” capabilities of the new U.S. weapons 
stems: the Trident submarine, the MX missile, the 
SSmise missile, and their Soviet counterparts. 

We are walking to talk with people on the street 
many countries; to listen to their concerns, to share 
ur concerns, and to encourage them to take action in 
 purageously following their own consciences. 

We are walking to be of service in communities 
ong the way, by volunteering in senior citizen's 
lomes, community garden projects, or whatever 


gems appropriate. 

: Realizing that peace is meaningless without free- 
om or justice, we are walking to support all those, 
omen, blacks, native Americans, alvadorans, 
Afghanis, who are struggli for their liberation. 

We are walking to Wes our own nonviolent 
»mmunity, based upon honesty, cooperation, and 
ippreciation for human diversity, as a microcosm of a 
Ynonviolent world. 

We are walking to commit ourselves to a simpler 
tifestyle based on respect for human and other life 
‘father than monetary profit. We support those who 
work against nuclear power, herbicides, and toxic 
themicals; and for decentralized energy, small agricul- 
‘we, and a more humane economy. 

| We are walking to encourage the conservation of 
etroleum as an alternative to drafting young people 

0 fight for so-called vital interests in the Persian Gulf. 
e are walking to realize the beauty of the earth 
ind how much would be lost if it were destroyed. 

We are walking to build connections with people 
‘who are working for peace in other parts of the world, 
in hopes of mutual inspiration and encouragement. 


“Therefore choose life 
so that you and your 
children will live...” 


Announcements 


THERE WILL BE A FUNDRAISER for the 
Walk to Moscow as they pass through 


Des Moines August 18. (Refer to the 
column at left for more about the 
Walk.) That night, a Tuesday, there 
will be entertainment by Joe Taschetta 
and others at Chet Guinn's Fire Sta- 
tion, Sth and Day Streets, starting 

at 7:30-PM. There is a suggested 


donation of $2. 


Those of us who have spent any 
length of time working for disarma- 
ment have heard over and over the 
challenge to "tell it to the Russians". 
The Walk gives us an. 
do just that. They deserve our whole- 


hearted support. 


opportunity to 


Rita Corbin 


Briar Cliff College Chapel. 


at 8:COPM. Admission is free. 


.Ade Bethune 


What Will It Take 


To Prevent Nuclear War? 


You are invited to respond to the question, ‘What Will It Take to 
Prevent Nuclear War?” for a book in preparation which will consist 
of brief contributions from a wide variety of persons. 


Since no one seems to have “‘the” answer to that vital question of 
human survival, perhaps everyone has the answer. That is, perhaps 
collectively we can discover how to prevent nuclear war. 


The deadline for responses is October 1, 1981. Responses should 
not exceed 300 words, or the equivalent of one page. Contributions 
may be prose, poetry, photograph, line drawing or other form of 
expression. Contributors should include a one-sentence biographical 
note. All-:responses will be acknowledged; responses accompanied by 
return postage will be returned. 


There will be a special section of responses from children. 


Facts, feelings, ideas and outcries are solicited, as are the voices of 
those who are discouraged about prospects for the survival of the 


human race. 


Don’t hesitate to speak out. Each person is an expert in the art of 
living and wanting to preserve life. What set of circumstances or 
forces or people or incantations will be sufficient to turn us from the 
brink of nuclear holocaust; or is it, in your view, virtually too late? 


Send your response to Pat Farren, 2161 Massachusetts Avenue, 
Cambridge, MA 02140. 


The 


talk, which is sponsored by the 
sr. Muriel Ford Lecture Series, begins 


DANIEL BERRIGAN will be in Sioux City, 
Iowa, on September 21, speaking on 
"The Folly of Peacemaking" at the 


ised God And were 


BO 
‘ ce: > 


al f \ 


> WNTY 
fey, 
~~ 


cs via pacts : 
i(s! mm Des Moines Catholic Worker = as- Fos 
* 4s P.O. Box 4551 ; 7 _ PAID ~ 
ae Des Moines, Iowa 5075¢ Porm t 22 
ier 58 5+243-0765 = 


Address Girrection Requested 


L) 
o : 


